
PRESS RELEASE ON THE ANNUAL FORUM OF THE NATIONAL VOLUNTEERS AGENCIES 

OF WEST AFRICA 

  

"VOLUNTEERISM FOR PEACE AND SECURITY" is the theme of the third annual forum of National 

Volunteer Agencies of the ECOWAS region to be held from 22nd to 23rd July 2019 in Accra, GHANA. 

This meeting, which has become the annual rallying point of the volunteer organizations of the ECOWAS 

region, was initiated by the ECOWAS Youth and Sports Development Center (EYSDC), responsible for the 

Regional Coordination of the ECOWAS Volunteers Programme (EVP).  

This third meeting will allow participants to evaluate the level of implementation of the resolutions and 

recommendations of the last forum held in 2018.  

The Directorate of Political Affairs, Peace and Security of the ECOWAS Commission will make a keynote 

presentation on the theme of the Forum, "Volunteerism for Peace and Security", setting the tone for a vibrant 

exchange of ideas and experiences among the participants.  

The Republic of Ghana through its Ministry of Youth and Sports will host the 3rd edition of the forum, which 

will be declared open by the Honourable Minister himself, Honourable ISAAC KWAME ASIAMAH 

 Over sixty participants drawn from national agencies, governments of ECOWAS member States, 

international partners in the field of volunteering as well as Non-Governmental Organizations from member 

States of the region will take part in the Forum. 

 It will be recalled that the ECOWAS Volunteers Programme (EVP) was launched in March 2010 by the them 

President of the ECOWAS Commission and charged with the mission to create a pool of young persons 

(women and men) from the ECOWAS Region united in their conviction that peace and reconciliation can be 

used as a tool for development and for the promotion of the consolidation of peace, national revival, 

reconciliation and rehabilitation in post-conflict countries, by mobilizing the talents and energy of young 

leaders. The EVP also promotes volunteerism in general in ECOWAS member states. 

  

The Forum of National Volunteer Agencies in West Africa serves as the tool with which the ECOWAS 

Commission hopes to achieve that second mission as it enables it to fully play its role of coordinating volunteer 

action across the region. 
 


